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After a period of relaxation which reduced the volume of - .
conment to the lowest point since the charges were intro-
duced, . Peking and Pyongyang's wide disgsemination of the
Veonfessions® of American sirmen that they kmowingly cne

gaged in bacteriological warfare has given nuw inpetus to-

the denunclatory campaign,

This new stimulus to the campaign was preceded by.-an -
apparently. conscious failure to oxploit themes londing -
thensolves to effective exploitation, The virulence. o,
the present donunciation suggests thet this relaxation
was intended to give greater impact. to-these new elcments,

In contrast to Peking and Moscow, Pyongyang: continyes to
cuphasize the ever-present dangor of epidemics, Military
aud oivilian elements alike are accusad of "relaxed
vigilanco," and thore are pointed reminders that the
threat of pestilence 'will increase as: the weather grows
warmer, Pyongyang has aslso charged the U,S, with large-
scale use of poison gas, ' ‘

Aftor a ninor inercage in attention which reversed a-
trond noted since “the third woek of March, Soviet concens
tration on BW has rcached o now low point,

China's adamant stand on the quostion of prisoner ree
patrintion has now virtually eclipscd all other cone--
siderations in conneotion with the truce talks, - There
is ropeated insistence that the Communists have made
theiy last concession, that the talke arc fuperiled as
never before, ond specific warnings, moted for the first
time in several months, that contimued American unrcason=
ableness will wreck the talks, -

e germ warlarc

which seems intendod to inorcase the eredibvility of the charges.
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After a weck of dutente, during whioh
3 oxm warfarc chargos reached by far the lowest point:
Chinese ond North Koreen development of the campaign;. o trimendous new
inpotus hos been Riven to the drive by widespread dissenination of the
purported confesalons of two Amvrican airmen detailing their: conscious
participation in biologicol warfare, o :
Pcking ond Pyongyang in all transnissions; relate in minute detail the
exporiencas of First Licutenants Kenneth Enoch and John Quinn, who wore
copturcd by Chinaese troops on 13 January 1952, The prisoners-reported
that they had béen bricfed on the use of bactoriologieal weapous, had been
trained in methods of egying with possible dangers, and had been told to

_ _ 8" aftor they had been launched 10 prevent popular
recognition of the fact that such weapons were being uscd. This further
reference to the attempt to prevent general troop. knowledgo of ‘the use.-of -
BW continues a tochnique that has prevailed since the campaign started and

The *oonfessions,” s broadeast by
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propeganda,

- vhich could well have been used to -sustain the coupsign. 4&n appe

or Of. Kovenn civilians and the = =
‘in nssailing the Woll Strice
»" and Meapitaliste,” also reveal .

nd towns, Bnd
ers," “"sadls

hat_the prisoners wes : warfare and were : lepe
atand- that aton bonbs might be cuployed in Korea, Tho tremendous effort
exerted to lend eradende 1o the confossions thyough the use of exect

- dotail on the fliers' rank, serial numbers, training, education and

-general background, and the precise reports on pre-flight briefings,
specific reforences 1o others present, to-dates and to arens where the.
bonba were dropped would seem to be rullified, st least insofar as nou=
Comunist audiences arc conderncd, by thus aseribing to the prisonérs the.
expression of all those cliches which constitute the staple of Cotmunist

) \ okion of Confessfona: During the veek -W@di&ﬁly
praeseding - ppearance of ‘the confessions on: 4 Xay, ouly five pereent -

~of all items in Peking's intornationsl service was dovoted to BW, and

the figure for the regional stations was Just above one percent, Talg
represented an especinlly sharp decline in the international servioc which
for ¢ach of the previous two woeks had disoussed BW 4n 16 percent -of’ 8ll
items broadenst, The reglonale also remained fairly static during those

* two weeks with 1.5 percent of all {toms devoted to BW, To a losser

extent this decrease was also apparent frois Pyongysng, although Koreen .
concern with specific sanitotion problems related o the BW ¢ larges served -

~to keep tha nuciber of referonces at a relatively higher level.

In whot now appears to have bean & purposeful relaxation, intended to place
the new charges in great relief, the redustion in the mumber of roferencos
to gern warfore was accompanied by a consistent failure to __ex‘plq_i:l ogemgs“ _

Peking Health Minlster ond Red Cross President Li Te-chuan (widowef - . - -
“Christian Qeneral" Feng Yu<hsiang) to all Red Cross groups throughout the
world wos given only meager disseminotion and. not subsequently deéveloped,

-end similar cursory treatment was accorded the domand of Chinats Supreme

Court chief Shen Chun-ju to the IADL council mesting in Vienma that the
BY-crininnls be punished, ‘A press interviow granted a HUMANITE corress~

- pondent: by Kuo Mo=jo and subsequently reprinted in PEOPLE'S CHINA received

only moderate play although Kuo roferrcd to new "evidence®™ that wes to be.

- released momenterily, and declared that China would wolcome any truly =
‘importiel investigation of the charges, - ST

u..-.;..;:s: 3,18 Ninging Bif: In its. compafgn to increase the

ges by quoting medical, culural ond religious

. groups, Pelkdng has now turned to the Christion church., In o typloal states

want, Wang Tau~chung, who- is described as a pastor of the Council of .the"

North China Congrogational Mission, has. written to the World Council of -

Churches denouncing Amerissn. gern warfore, ‘Declaring that he had taken .
part in ani exhaiistive investigation of ‘the charges, Wang safd that von -

y congoierice 2s & Christion, I bear witness bofore our Lord Josus
Christ that the U,S, Government has corried out and is still corrying

out bacteriological warfare,™

e bplefed on atonle wapfare and were glven %o undere 3 o
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‘ apl orea‘ \
: :nsecta dropped by the Axnerican imper:.aliat" aggreosora," P,

. sanitary copditions. Kim Il Sung, in e otatmnt ‘broadcast
- and Peking but not by Moscow, says that the "enemy is bac _

in-the use of germ weapons." Pyongysng also reports that: poisonagas
_were uged on 33 occasions between 27 February and 9 April. Neither Moscw
nor Pcking hag yot ecboea this choarge.

. Parallel to such reports there are frequent 1mntationa thnt despite the
-'danger that the increasingly mild weather may bring "vieious .ep
both military end civilian clements have demonstrated an unthinking CO=

- attention, and the Chinese Commiseion's report on its investigations in North
Yorea continues to be well played. Pertinently perhaps, reforences to BW

a“ 4
oday by the: !unerican wamongera my be ;-tbe :.juage to

to.ingist that maximum vigilance is necessary to prevent a

pldemics," o
placency and have relaxed their erforta to mprove general smitery conditiom'._

Pr. : . ]
broadcasts £rom five to seven percent of- a.Ll. comenthriee » Soviet bi
references to BYW have now declined to _approximately four percent, the: 1ove
level since the campaign vas initiated in late Pebruary. The. ‘number of -
nevs items for the Sovict domestic audience has also decrcased tom.
The protests of individual groups remain & primary component of ‘this

have virtually disapjeared from broadcasts directed to Asian audiences. . The
drop in BW references has been accompanied by a perallel decline in. rereruneel.__
to thoe war per so, ‘ Blements which dominated comment on the war prior to the .
BW campaign, especially Americen profiteering at the oxpense of ‘American -
lives, have returned in some profusion, but the truce neégotiations are not
menticned, Moscow's repetition of the official Korcan communique reuaixm the
sole retorence to the actusl military operationms. "

Last Truce Concesnion Has Been Made: Peking's new truculence concerning the =
ruce negotiations has “paat week been concentrated elmost exclusively

_on thé question of priaoner reyatriat!.on. Although there have been cursory
reforences to the issuo of alrfield construction and the USSR's status es a-

noutral, there have been repeated statemants recently that agreement on- the

“prisoner exchangeé would mike sn armistice possible within e fev days. Cosmue
- nist correspondents insist, in the meantime, that the Cowmunists "have mde '

thair last concession on the prisoners issue," and that the Americans will

have to make & "real contribution” to avoid disaster. -London DAILY WORKER
correspondent Alan Winnington declares that the talks have “antored & peri=
lous new stage" and that a desdlock has been reached vhich threatens tb mck :
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